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UM GRAD NAMED WESTERN STUDENT CULINARIAN OF THE YEAR 
MISSOULA -
A 2006 graduate of The University of Montana College of Technology culinary arts 
program has been named Western Regional Student Culinarian of the Year.
Carol Chandler of Plentywood received the award from the American Culinary 
Federation earlier this month following a competition at ACF’s Western Regional Conference 
in Coeur d ’Alene, Idaho.
Chefs, culinarians, students and purveyors from 13 Western states convened for the 
annual event. The competition required Chandler to produce a three-course menu within 90 
minutes. Her menu, which was submitted and approved by ACF, consisted of an appetizer 
course, salad and entree.
Chandler was measured on her fabrication and cooking skills, sanitation and 




Chandler will represent the Montana Chefs Association, COT’s culinary arts program 
and the Western region at the ACF National Convention in Orlando, Fla., July 21-24. She will 
compete for the honor of National Student Culinarian of the Year against winners from three 
other regional conferences. Winner of the national title will receive $15,000.
“This award is going to give us not only regional exposure for our program, but also 
national exposure,” said Thomas Campbell, executive chef and director of COT’s culinary arts 
program. “All of a sudden Carol is meeting a lot of people who are interested in her as an 
employee.”
Chandler is no stranger to culinary competitions. Last year at the ACF Western 
Regional Conference in Hawaii, she and four teammates from COT earned a bronze medal in 
the junior culinary team competition. She also has earned silver and gold medals in various 
individual competitions.
She was coached by Chef Toby McCracken in the competition. McCracken is executive 
chef of the Stock Farm Club in Hamilton and treasurer of the Montana Chefs Association. 
Chandler dedicated the award to McCracken and her parents.
For more information call Campbell at 406-243-7831.
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